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25 Deſign is not to hinder 
the Sale of this Impreſ- 


Sermons, becauſe it is for 
the Benefit of the Author. 
However, as you have aſ- 
rs'd a ſort of People who live quietly 
an 4 Land, and patiently bare many 
Affronts and Indignities offer d them 
by thoſe of your High-Church Prin- 
eiples; I think it but neighbourly to 
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plead their Cauſe. Their Caſe really 
ſeems very hard: 718 are blamed be- 
cauſe they don't conform to the Eſta- 
bliſt'd-Church ; and, when any of them 
do, they cannot pleaſe neither. A Fellow 
of Ex College, who is ſince gone 
to his own Place, in-a Sermon preach'd 
before the Univerſity, and alſo pub- 
lich d, condemns them becauſe of their 
Diſſent from the Eſtabliſn'd- Church. 

And ſince that another Gentleman, and 

no leſs than the Head of a Houſe, from 
St. Mary's Pulpit, ſeemed angry that ſo 
many bred up among the Diſſenters had 
of late conform'd, and came in for a 
Snack of the Church-Revenues; which, 
he thought, they had no Right to. This 
forces me to complain with the Poet; 


Proh curia, iuverſiq; mores | 


The Pulpit, where the pure and un- 
corrupt Word of God ſhould be preached, 
is made with ſome a Theatre of Railery ; 
and thoſe that ſhould be Ambaſſadors of 
Peace, ſound the Alarm of War. It is 
obſerved by fome, that in nomine Do- 
mini, incipit omne malum. The Ma- 
hametan begins his Harrangue, uſually, 

with a Bijmilabi,——— Thos ſacred 
9 0 Things 
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(3 3 
Things are made to truckle to baſe and 
ſordid Ends, and Deſigns. A Text is 
taken from the holy Scriptures, and the 
Diſcourſe | is garniſhed with Railery. 
But, Sir, the Apoſtle tells us, that the 
Wiſdom which is from above, is firſt pure; 
then peaceable; gentle, and eaſy to be 
intreated. And that, where Envying 
and Strife is, there is Confuſion, and 
every evil Work*, It's moſt certain that 
the Goſpel of Chriſt was not propa- 
gated by Clamour and Noiſe, when firſt 
preached ; nor is this the way now to 
win Souls, no more than to get Pre- 
| ferment. There are too many who per- 
vert thoſe Words of our Lord; Compel 
them to come in, that my Houſe may, be 
filled : And, with the Church of Rome, 
are for making uſe of coercive Means to 
gain Proſelytes. This is, indeed, a Way 
to make Men Hypocrites; and to fill 
the Houſe of God with a ſtrange Sort 
of Gueſts. But, Sir, theſe. Methods are 
not at all becoming thoſe who. call them- - l 
ſelves reformed. Our Lord and Saviour 
was meek and gentle; and when, upon 
an Affront offered, his Diſciples ſaid unto 
him, Wilt thou that we call for: Fire 
james iii. 16, 17. 
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from Heaven to conſume them, as Elias 


did? he rebuked them, and ſaid, 22 


know not what manner of Spirit ye are of. 


We find him always tender of the Lives, 


Eſtates, and Reputations of Men. The 
Apoſtle ſays, When he was reviled, he 
reviled not again, What will the World 
then think of thoſe that are of your 


Temper, who make no Scruple of calling 


ſuch as differ from you {and, as you 
think, in ſome indifferent Things) Schi 
maticks; and doom them to Ruin? 
In your Sermon on the Folly of Slander 
(an unſuitable, unlucky Subject, one would 
think) you have theſe Words: © Our 
« Church, which is by Law eſtabliſhed, 
« is branded by Schiſmaticks with 


e Popith Superſtition ; and the Order 


« and Decency it enjoins, ridicul'd as 


« an human Invention, and carnal Or- 


cc dinance. Obedience to lawful Ma- 
« giſtrates, in lawful Caſes, cenſured by 
e them as an Offence to weak Con- 
« ſciences: And Praying by a Form, 
« however pure, primitive, and apoſto- 
« lical, as a Violation of our Chriſtian 
Liberty, and a ſtinting of the Spirit.“ 
But ſure you quite forgot your Text, 
when you vented this Slander? I thought 
vou had known the Diſſenters a little 
| "4 better, 


= 


= 

better, than to ſay ſuch hard Things of 
them. I am pretty confident, that thoſe 
whom you are pleaſed to call by the 
common Nick-name of Schiſmaticks, -are 
not quite ſo bad as you repreſent them : 
And, to undeceive you, and to diſabuſe 
your credulous,unthinking Admirers, who 
are as fond of implicit Faith, as you and 
your High-Church Brethren are of Paſ- 
ſive-Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance; I 
may venture to tell you that this Sort, of 
People, thus dreſs'd up in Bears-Skins, 
heartily rejoice that our Fore-Fathers did 
diſcard ſo many of the Errors of the 
Church of Rome, and wiſh that the Re- 


formation had been carried on (when 


the worthy Reformers were about that 


good Work) farther, as it was in other 


Countries. But they are ſenſible that 
they met with many Obſtructions; and 
that they went as far as the Times would 


then well bear. And the Reformers them 


ſelves hoped that thoſe who came after 
them would, as they had Opportunity, 
do more. And, as Mr. Peirce obſerves, 
they eſteemed their Work capable of 
Improvement; becauſe they actually, in 


the ſame Reign (King Edward VI.) ſet 


| forth another Edition of the Book, much 
3 more 


will a cold and heartleſs With reſtore it? 
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a olumus Eeges Anglia nutari. And 
bliſhed by Law is branded, by Schil- 
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. 
more free from Superſtition than the 
former ®. But, inſtead of a Progreſs, 
Things have remained much as they left 
them ; and it's thought ſufficient, once 
in the Year, to with the godly Diſcipline 
of the Primitive Church reſtored ©, But 
I pray, Sir, where muſt the Blame be 
laid, that it is not reſtored? Do the 
Diſfenters obſtru& that good Work? Or 


It's very well known that Ro Charles II. 
after the Reſtoration, gave a Commiſſion 
to ſeveral for ſettling Church-Affairs, 
and compromiſing Differences between 
both Parte Accordingly, a Conference 
was held at the Savoy, ft all to no pur- 

pole : Tho che Preſbyterians, for Peace- 
fake; conſented to a Scripture-Liturgy 722 


opes that ſome might have of an 
oztien, were all' daſh'd ' wirh 
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ſtill you complain chat the Church eſta- 


maticks, Sik Popiſh Sh perftition. But 
hy muſt the Diſſenters be gebilmatfeke ? 


Kae, 4 Nichols, 5. 1 558 
ammination atainſ —_ 
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(9) 
Is it merely. becauſe. they diſſent from 
the Church eſtabliſhed by Law? Does 
an Eſtabliſhment by Law lnfallibly make 
a Church to be true? What then was 
the Caſe of the Church of Chriſt, when - 1 
all ſecular Powers were ingaged againſt 1 
it? Had it not then as good Order and 
Decency ? And was it not then truly 
Apoſtolical? I would fain know, whe- 
* all are infallibly Schiſmaticks, Who 
withdraw from the Communion of a 3 
Church . eſtabliſhed by Law ? If they ( 
are, then our firſt Reformers will not ? 
eſcape; that odious Character; neither 
will your Brethren, on the other fide the ; 
Tweed, fare any better. Bur I want to 
know. why the Diſſenters, in 'South-- 
Britain; muſt needs be Schiſmaricks ; 5, 
and not thoſe who diſſent from th 
bliſhed Church, in North-Britain? Can 
a Climate, at 10 ſmall a Diſtance, alter 
the Nature of Things? Is the Northern | 
Air more ſalutiferous than the Southern? 
Suppoſe it had been your Lot to Have — 
livd at Edinburgh ; would you have =» 
conform'd to the Kirk, merely becauſe. 
eſtabliſhed by Law ? The Caſe of the. 1 _ 
Diſſenters here (mutandis mutatis) is the. ns 
ſame with that of your Brethren in 
Scotland. But you'll perhaps 215 Their Fe -j # "21 


n £ mY j * 
* . 8 ** * HS ha . 
3 R's * ls 3 — 
4 * 4 5 * ' 


(1) 
Caſe who diſſent in Scotland, and that 
of our Diſſenters here, is vaſtly diffe- 
rent : For the Church of England is a 
true, pure, apoſtolical Church ; but ſo 
is not the Kirk of Scotland. They have 
no Dioceſan Biſhops, no Liturgy; they 
have not Decency and Order, as we 
have: It's impoſſible they ſhould be 
Apoſtolical ; therefore it is no Schiſm 
to ſeparate from ſuch a Church. 
But I want to be inform'd, what your 
Notion of Schiſm is? All that under- 
ſtand Greek, know. the Etymology of 
the Word very well; and are not fo 
much affrighted with the Sound of it, 
as you, perhaps, may think they are. 
Were it decent for the Diſſenter to re- 
criminate, and were he not afraid of 
coming under the Category of Slander, 
He might (and perhaps with as much 
Truth) call ſome among you Schiſ- 
maticks, as you call the Diſſenters: For, 
as the Apoltle told the Corinthians, I 
hear that there be Schiſms among you, and 
T partly believe it*®, And you know 
the Government, under more Reigns 
than one, has not thought fir to let your 
hot-headed Men meet too often in a 


1 _ . 
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certain 


(11) | 
certain. Place in Weſtminſter, leſt they 
ſhould make bad worſe. But be it ſo, | | 
perhaps you'll ſay, Schiſm in the Church | 
is not ſo bad as Schiſm out of it. But 
I am apt to think, that if one was to 
make a Trial of Skill, he might (and 1 
without a great deal of Pains) make it 
appear, that what you call Schiſm, 18 
not a Sin of that Nature as commonly 
repreſented: And that the Diſſenters (pro- 
tected by the Act of Toleration) who | 
peaceably meet together in diſtin& Places | 
of Worſhip from the Eſtabliſhed-Church, / 
are not Schiſmaticks, as you are pleaſed, 
out of your Spirit of Meekneſs, to call 
them. They have all the Eſſentials of 

Worſhip among them: And you ſeem to 
own your ſelf, that the main Difference 
between you and them, is about ſome in- 
different Things. We may obſerve 
«* (fay you) that the Caſe: between us 
and our Diſſenters, is widely different 
from that of the Roman Converts be- 
+ tween themſelves; becauſe the matter 
* of Difference between theſe, was not 
* only indifferent as to its Nature, but 
« alſo as to its Uſe ; no publick Au- 

e thority having injoined or forbidden 


< Page 44, 48. lo ©; 1 Pin Teh | | 
8 * ſuch | 
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© ſuch and ſuch Meats to be eaten, or 

te ſuch and ſuch Days to be obſerved : 

«© Whereas the Caſe between our Church, 
te and thoſe wha diſſent from her, is far 

te otherwiſe ; for tho' the matter of our 

« Differences are Things of an indiffe- 

te rent Nature in themſelves, - yet they 

< are not ſo as to their Uſe, and to us. 
& Becauſe, if we have any regard to 
« St. Paul's Authority, every particular 
« Church, and conſequently our na- 
& tional Church, hath Power, for De- 
0 cency and Order's fake, to ordain and 

„ conſtitute innocent and proper Cere- 
«© monies for its Uſe ; which, being or- 
te dained by the Wiſdom of the Church, 
« and ratified and enforced by the pub- 
« lick Authority of the State, muſt there- 
ce fore needs ceaſe to be indifferent as to 
« their Uſe, tho' they ſtill continue to 
ce be ſo as to their Nature: And that of 
ce indifferent Things, they muſt thence 
« become ſo neceſſary, as that we can 
% neither refuſe them, where the afore- 
« ſaid Authority requires; nor uſe them, 
« where it forbids their Uſe, without Sin.“ 
But, Sir, as widely different as you take 
the Caſe of the Roman Converts between 
themſelves, and that between you and 
the Diſſenters to be, I am of 2: 
that 


\ 


a — 4 we. wat” HH 
YO. —_—_ * 

S rn EC Sar. ae * 
e q 


Ci) 

that you had as good have let it alone; 
for, upon examination, it will do your 
Cauſe no ſervice. You refer (I ſuppoſe) 
to the 14th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
Romans, where we find the Apoſtle la- 
bouring to make up the Difference that 
was between the Jewiſb and Gentile 
Converts. Thoſe who were converted 
from Judaiſm to Chriſtianity, were for 
continuing and keeping up ſome of the 
Jewiſh Rites and Cuſtoms about Meats 
and * But thoſe who were con- 
verted from Gentiliſm, were againſt this 
Diſtinction put by the Fews about theſe 
Things. The Difference aroſe to a great 
Height, ſo that they were ready to re- 
fuſe Communion with each other. St. 
Paul, tho cloathed with the Authority 
of an Apoſtle, would not take upon him 
to injoin the Uſe of theſe Meats, and 
Obſervation of thoſe Days that the Fei 
Converts ſeem'd ſo fond of; but exhorts 
them to a mutual Forbearance of each 
other, and bids them to receive him that 
was weak in the Faith, but not to doubtful 

Diſputations. | 
Now, from what the Apoſtle lays down 
in that Chapter, we may, without put- 
ting any Force upon his Words, deduce 
theſe great Truths; which, if duly con- 
ſidered, 


( 14 ) 


fidered, might be of uſe to the ates 


the unhappy Differences among us, e. g. 
That thoſe Things which are in the 


own Nature indifferent, which are nei- 
ther commanded nor forbidden b the 
Law of God, ought to be left 2 
as to their Uſe; ; eſpecially where they be- 
come an Offence and Scandal to our Bre- 


thren. So the Apoſtle; But if tby Bro- 


Fher be grieved with thy Meat, now walk- 
eft thou not charitably, i. e. renderly and 
condeſcendingly to his Infirmity, as Cha- 
rity requireth. Deſtroy not him with th 


Meat, for whom Chriſt died. For the 
Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink, 


but Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Foy in 


the holy Ghoſts, True Religion 4 not 


lie in a Obſervation of Ceremonies. 


He exhorts them therefore to follow after 


the Things which make- for Peace, and 
Things wherewirh one may edify another“. 


And Hs ſhews them what a Pity it was, 


that for fuch a ſmall Matter as the cating 
a little Meat; or, for the Uſe of any in- 


different Thing, they ſhould offend a 


Brother, and deſtroy the Work of God“. 
For, fays he, It is good neither to eat 


Fleſh, &c. nor any 7 hing c reaches 


t per. 15. © Ter. 17. h per. 19. 1 Fer. 20. 
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_ (nr) 
the Caſe between the Church and Diſſen- | 
ters) whereby thy Brother flumbleth, or is | 


offended, or is made weak", Now, what | | 
can the Apoſtle mean by its being good 
neither to eat, &c? But that it is plea» | 
ſing to God, and profitable for Edificati- | 


on, and therefore our Duty to condeſcend | 
to a Brother, and not to do any Thing | 
by which he may be offended. And elſe- | 
where he ſays, When ye fin ſo againſt the 
Brethren, and wound their weak Conſci- 
ences, ye fin againſt Chriſt. Wherefore if 
Meat make my Brother to offend, I will 
eat no Fleſh while the World ſtandeth, leſt 
I make my Brother to offend', Again, we 
may fairly gather from what the Apoſtle 
lays down, without ſtraining his Words, 
that a rigorous Impoſition of Things in- 
different in their own Nature, and making 
them Terms of Communion, and ſo, as 
to their Uſe, neceſſary (which is the Caſe 
between you and the Diſſenters) is con- 
trary to Charity and Chriſtian Liberty. 
The Rule which the Apoſtle lays down 
is this; We then that are Strong, ought to 
bear the Infirmities of the Weak (and 
not to condemn or contemn them) an 
not to pleaſe our ſelves, i. e. to act altoge- 


* per. 21. 11 Cor. vin 12, 13. 
: ther 


(16) 
ther according to our own. Judgnient, 
without any Regard unto others. Let 
every one of us pleaſe his Neighbour, for his 
good to Edification®; and this he urges from, 
the Example of our Lord and Saviour, 


whom we are bound to imitate if we 
take 7 — us the Profeſſion of his Reli- 


gion; For even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf . 
He adds, Wherefore receive ye one another, 
as Chriſt alſo received us. Receive one 


another into Communion with mutual 


Kindneſs, without deſpiſing or judging 
one another. I ſhall obſerve one Thing 
more from the Apoſtle, viz. That no 
Man upon Earth hath Power over the 
Conſcience! of his Brother, or ought»to 
injoin the doing what he is perſwaded, 
in his Conſcience, he ought not to do; 
or to forbid him doing what he 1s fully 
perſwaded is his Duty. The Apoſtle 


asks, Who art thou that judgeſt another 


"Man's Servant? to his 6wn Maſter be 
ft andeth or falleth®, And from this Con- 


fideration he would not have you deſpiſe 
one another, as in the Verſe before. 
Again, Why doſt thou judge thy Brother? 
or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy Brother? 
for we ſhall all ſtand before the Fudgment- 


m Rom. xv. 2. n Ny. 3. 0 yer. 7. P Rom. 
Kir. 4. | 
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(17 
Seat of orig. There's no Man that has 
an abſolute Dominion over his own Con- 
ſcience; to affront it, or to offer Vio- 
lence to it; arid to run counter to the Di- 
Rates of it; becaufe it is God's Vice- 
gerent, and therefore to fin againſt it, is 
to ſin againſt Gods, Much leſs has any 
Man; Winatsveb, Dominion and Power 
over the Conſcience” of his Brother, or 
Fellow Creature; to oblige him to — 
contrary to the Light thereof. Nay, * 
1 ow g the Conſciènce of my Brother 
erroneous; if he acts againſt tlie 
Dictates of it, he finneth in ſo doing 3 
for the Apoſtle ſaich, whatſbever is not of 
Faith is Sin: Therefore, ſays he, He 
that doubteth is damned 7 he eat, becauſe 
be eateth not of Faith *," A Caſuiſt fays, 
© If am erring Conſcience affirm that 
te which is good, of which is indifferent, 
e to be evil and vicious; it is no Sin to | 
« omit that indifferent or that commen= 
« dable Action; becauſe here is no Con- 
it mand of God' to countermand the Re- 
4 ſolution of Conſcience, and therefore 
« the Error may become a Snare and an 
« FHindrance; but no direct Cauſe of Sin; 
« becauſe ſuch Acions in themſelves not 


Nom. ti 14. He 4 La i theriſtlves, Rem. 
xiv. ul. | 


© © being 
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« being neceſſary, it cannot be criminal 
« upon a leſs Reaſon to omit them; but 
tc upon the ſame Account it is a Sin to 
edo them, becauſe they are not of Faith, 
ce and the Conſcience being perſwaded 
% againſt them, they are Sins . 

I I ſhall conclude this Head of indiffe- 
rent Things, with the Remark of Dr. 
Whitby on theſe Words; But Meat com- 
mendeth us not to God *, & o. This 
e ſeemeth (ſays he) to preſs hard on 
« them who believe the Schiſm of ſuch 
* weak Perſons will finally tend to their 
« Ruin, and render them Exiles from the 
Flock of Chriſt; and yet for Things 
indifferent, will in this dreadful Senfe 
© cauſe their weak Brother to offend, or 
e to be ſcandalized; fince this they do 
ac for that which commends them not to 
« God, which doing, they are not the 
* better; or omitting, they are not the 
* worſe, Ver. 8. For if Schiſm and Ido- 
e latry be equally damnable- Sins, and 
* equally cauſe my Brother to offend, 
* and him to periſh, for whom Chriſt 
* died; we are equally to take heed in 
e both Caſes, leaſt our Power to do the 
Thing indifferent become a Stumbling- 


15 Bifbop Taylor Duct. dubitant. J. 1. c. 3. P. 81. o x Cor. 
4, 2 * | \ « block 
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« block to the Weak, or the Erroneous 


e jn their Judgment of theſe Things“ 


He concludes; © For let Men imagine 


« what other Difference they pleaſe in 
« the Caſe; while the ſad Iflue or Event 
« ig in general the ſame, viz, The Pe- | 
« riſhing of my Brother; and my Power 
« to have abſtained from that which 


« through his erroneous Conſcience gave 
ce occafion to it, is the ſame; and I fear 


« the Guilt will be the ſame.” Bur if, 


after all, the Things in debate between 


the Diſſenter and the Church-man, ſhould 


prove to be of another Nature than you 
repreſent them (viz. indifferent; for ſo 
Fu ſay they are, deſigning, I ſuppoſe, 

ereby to expoſe the Diſſenters as a hu- 
mourſome Sort of People) then what 
will all your Flouriſh ſignify? And I am 


apt to think, that if you ask them, thy 


will tell you that ſeveral Things in de- 
bate are of another Nature. They II 


tell you, That it is not an indifferent 


Thing to them, to ſtand up in your Aſ- 
ſemblies, and after making a low Bow 
to the Name of Teſus, to profeſs their 
Belief of that perplexed and obſcure Ar- 


ticle (as a learned Perſon * calls it) of the 


Deſcent of our Lord into Hell, ſince 


" The Author of the Critic, Hiſt. of the 4poſtles Creed, p. 16 f. 
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they don't believe that he eyer went 
thither, He himſelf promiſing the peni- 
tent Thief, that he ſhould that Day he 
with bim in Paradiſe. The aforeſaid 
Author ſhews, that this Article was not 
in the Creed for ſeveral Hundred Years; 
nor was it to be found in any Catholick 
Creed, whether private or publick, till the 
Time of Ruffinus, 400 Years after Chriſt: 
Neither is it eaſy to tell how it came 
in; it is not improbable that it might be 
foiſted in by ſome that favoured the Do- 
ctrine of 9 which ſeems to have 
derived its Griginal from the Platonick 
Philoſophy, which many of che Fathers 
followed. Biſhop Burnet tells us, That 


<> when the' Articles were firſt prepared 


cc 
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in King Edward's Days, there was 
much more about Cbriſt's deſcending 
into Hell, vis. That the Body of 
Chriſt 125 in the Grave until bis Re- 
ee e but the Spirit which he 
gave up, was with the Spirits which 
were detained in Priſon, or in Hell, 
and preached to them, as the Place in 
St. Peter teſtifies.” 'He adds, * This 
Article is mentioued by no Author be- 
fore Ruffinus, who ſpeaks of it in the 
* Beginning of the 5 Century“. 1 Dr. 


* 22 of the 39 aue, b. 56, KC. 
Barrow 


(27) 

Barrow was of this Opinon alſo”. And 
Dr. Lightfoot admired by moſt for his 
Learning) confutes the Opinion of Chriſt's 
going to Hell, as the Papiſts hold, to = 
liver the Patriarchs and 21 juſt Men hol- 
den there till his Death. And as to the 
Opinion of ſome Proteſtants, who ſay, 
That Chriſt went locally to Hell, to tri- 
umph over the Devils, and the Damned: 
He ſays, This Senſe is far from the 


cc Meaning of that Article in the Creed. 


It would be eaſy to multiply Authors; 
but I ſhall conclude with Biſhop Pearſon 
upon this Article; who ſays, © This hath 
ce not been ſo anciently 3 in the Creed, nor 


«fo univerſally as the reſt; the firſt Place, 


« we find it in, was the Church of Aqui- 
« eig. He adds, The Church of 
England at the Reformation, as it re- 
« ceived the three Creeds, in two of 
« which this Article is contained, ſo did 
« alſo make this one of the Articles of 
« Religion, to which, all who are ad- 
« mitted to any Benefice, or received in- 
* to holy Orders, are obliged to ſub- 


* ſcribe: And the Diſſenters ſay, much 


good may it do you with your Benefices, 
fince they are to be had only on ſuch 


Y Barrow's Works, vol. I. p. 557. * Lightfoot's Works, 
Fol. II. P. 1341. * Idem, p. 1344. 


I : hard 


. 
hard Terms. But ſince this Article is in 
the Creed, and muſt be ſubſcribed by, 
Sc. (as afore) and when recited in the 
Church ought to be conſented to (unleſs 
we deal hypocritically with God and 


Men) for as Biſhop Pearſon * obſerves, 


« 'This Word Credo, I believe, muſt nor 
c be imagined only to ſtand where it's ex- 
« preſſed, but to be carried through the 
* Whole Body of the Confeſſion; for 
t though it be but twice actually rehear- 
tc fed, yet muſt we conceive it virtually 
« prefixed to the Head of every Article :” 


I would only ask, why it ſhould be con- 


tinued for a Snare, as too many Things 
are? If we have erred with our Fathers, 
it's time now to do better. 3 

Farther : It's not an indifferent Thing 
to the Diſſenters, to be oblig d to find 
Sureties for their Children in Baptiſm; 
nor to be excluded themſelves from ſti- 
pulating for them, as by Canon the 2th, 
which ſays, no Parent ſhall be urged to 
be preſent, nor be admitted to anſwer 
as Godfather for his own Child. If the 
Parents of the Child had not the cleareſt 


and greateſt Right to ingage for him, 


and were not the moſt immediately con- 


b page 1. | 
cern'd 


ES 
cern'd for his Education; or had the 
Child no Parents living at the Time of 
his Baptiſm; or were it a Time of fierce 
Petſecution, when the Parents of the 
Child expected every Day to be called 
to ſuffer e ee or were the Per- 


ſons who ſtand as Godfathers, ſuch as 
would moſt certainly take care of the 
Child's Education; then ſomething might 
be ſaid for this Practice. But ſince they 


are commonly ſuch as the Parents can 


get (either for Love or Money) to ſtand 
as ſuch, and ſometimes Perſons not qua- 
lified, (according to the fore- mentioned. 
Canon) never having received the Sa- 
crament; the Diſſenters canfiot think it 
an indifferent Matter to comply there- 
with. Baptiſm is a dedicating and de- 
voting Ordinance : And who ſhould have 
the Right of devoting the Child to God, 
but his Parents? They are to covenant 
with God for their Children; God 
having promiſed unto Believers to be 
their God, and the God of their Seed. 
Baptizing in the Name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, ſignifies devoting 


them to the Service of the Father, c. 


And (as the Diſſenters think) without 


the tranſient, diſappearing, and from that 


very Moment indiſcernable, Sign of the 
Croſs ; 
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Croſs ; ; in Token that hereaf zer, 
thoug ht Sig igns were uſually Ale 8 
one; 4 Signum, quo ali 4d notatur, % 
diftinguitur Poſit e 24 ſero, quatenus 


Kc. 1 


eft diſtindtio e. Aut 65, videre, Chald. 
eſt enim fer? nota 5 „bills. And ſorne of 
the Diſſenters have been feady to think 
that you make another Scrat of the 
Sign of the Croſs, only it happens not 
to be a very viſible Sign of, e. nor to 


2 ordained by Chriſt himſelf. Some 


obſerve, that tho' the Croſs might be 
uſed in Tertullian's Time, and by hint 
after he turn'd Montanift, yet he bap- 


tiſmal Uſe of it was not till long after. 


But not to trouble you with a long 
Detail of Things in debate : Many Di 

ſenters care not to receive the Sacratnent 
kneeling, fince Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
did partake of it in a Table-Poſture. 


And this of Kneeling is thought, by ſome 


great Men; not to have been uſed in 
the Church before the Time of Hono- 


rius III. of Gregory IX. Popes of the 


13th Century : And for what Reaſon, 


| ts eaſy to gueſs. Neither do the Diſſen- 


ters Care for ſuch a mix'd Communion, 
as they muſt be forced to comply with, 


© Martini Lexicon. 


(625 
or abſent themſelves from that Ordi- 
nance : For, altho by Canon the 26th, 
notorious Offenders are not to he Be 


mitted ; yet we ſee; in fact, thoſe that 
are common Swearers, Sabbath- breaker, 


Drunkards, and Enemies to the Life and 
Power of God! ineſs, are not turned away. 
And ſome conſcientious Miniſters of the 
Eſtabliſh'd-Church, have met with Trou- 
ble for denying the Communion to ſuch 


ſort of Gueſts. Theſe are ſome of the | 


Hardſhips of Lay-Conformity ; but thoſe 
of Miniſterial are {till greater, which I 


ſhall not riow mention. As to what you 


ſay, that Things indifferent, being once 
commanded by lawful Authority, do 
become from that Time neceſſary as to 
their Uſe; ſhould it be granted that every 


Particular in debate was of this Nature, 


yet the Diſſenters would not hereby be 
affected, becauſe the Act of Toleration 
leaves them to their Liberty. © 


As to your ludicrous Phraſe of ſtinting 


the Spirit, you ſhall have che Honour 
(if you reckon it any) of being the 


Author. of it; for I don't remember, at 


preſent, that I have heard it from any 
one beſides your ſelf. Vou ſeem, by this, 
to ſneer at the Aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit 


of God in Prayer, to which you are, 


1 


(26) 
i deubt, as much a Stranger, as to that 
Paſſage of the Apoſtle: The effettual 
fervent Prayer of a * gbtevus Man, avail- 
eth much * ; fo our Tranſlators render it: 
Bur the Greek i is, eg nd, the in- 
wrought Prayer; i. e. 75 one, the Pra 
of a righteous Man wrought in bim b 
the Spirit of God . And left any ſhoul 
think this Affiſtance of the Hoſy 8 ie 
peculiar to the Times of the 
who were inſpired by him, he ds Is 
the efficient Cauſe of Prayer is the 8 oly 
Ghoſt f Then, ſays he.” we pray 
we SILK out thoſe Requeſts unto God, 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath breathed 
o us: And therefore (as he adds) it is 
855 The Spirit wk our Tofirntties, 
for we know not what we ſbould pray for 
as we ought : But the Spirit it ſe makerh 
Interceffion for us 0146 Si 55 and Groam, 
which woe, be uttered*, All Prayers, 
as he farther obſerves, that are not "lic. 
tated bythe Holy Ghoſt, are but howling, 
in God's Eſteem. The Apoſtle exhorts 
the . Ephefians to EY. always with all 
Prayer, and Supplication, in the Spirit *; 
which can well mean no other, than by 


the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. And 


2 James v. 16, © Big Hopkins, P. 749. 1bid. 
© Rom, viii. 26. l Eph. vi, 18. , 


*eP 


1 

we read of a Spirit of Grace and Suppli- 
cations, which God promiſed to pour 
out in the Goſpel- Times. Now whe- 
ther theſe, ſuch like Phraſes, will 
beſt ſuit with pre- compoſed ſet Forms 
of Prayer, or with free Prayer, whereby 
we are not limited and confined to a 
Form, I muſt leave to the Impartial to 
judge. Vou may, at your leiſure, (if you 
think it worth your while) ſee what 
Robinſon ſays, in anſwer to Bennet, about 
this Matter; who ſhews, that Forms 
came in by Degrees, as many other 
Things did; and that from the Begin- 

ning it was not ſo. 3 
And now, leſt you ſhould make a 
wonder at what has been ſaid about the 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, in Prayer; 
the Apoſtle tells us, that the evil Spirit 
worketh in the Children of Diſobedtence * : 
Where the ſame Word is uſed, as before, 
of the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. 
Now I would aſk, how the evil Spirit 
works in wicked Men? Whether it is 
not by ſtirring up evil Thoughts and 
Deſires in them, and prompting them 
to fin? Thus he is ſaid to have put it 
into the Heart of Judas to betray Chriſt; 
and to have filled the Heart of Ananias 

Zech. xii. to. k Eph. 2. 2. 529%). 
"2 to 
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to lie to the Holy Ghoſt. And if the 
evil Spirit has ſuch an Acceſs to the 
Hearts and Minds of Men, (in an uſual 
and common Way, without any Thing 
extraordinary) why may not the Holy 
Spirit have as eaſy Acceſs to the Minds 
and Hearts of good Men, and help them 
in Prayer, exciting their Zeal; warming 
and affecting their Hearts, and directing 
their Thoughts, as the Scriptures ſeem 
to intimate? As for ſtinting the Spirit; 
altho' I am a Stranger to that Phraſe, yet 
I have read of grieving, and of quench- 
ing the Spirit, and caufing him to with- 
draw. And really, Sir, it muſt needs be 
a Grief of Heart 'to all good Men, of 
either fide, to ſee how forward ſome are, 
upon all Qccaſions, to make a Ridicule 
and Scoff ar every Thing that is good, 
and favours of Sobriety and Godlineſs. 
If a Man has but a grave and fober Look, 
he is preſently call'd a ſanctified Fellow: 
And if a Man does but preach better, 
and lead a better Life than his Neigh- 
bours, then prefently he's call'd a d—d 
Preſbyterian. Sir, the Diſſenters will be 
ready to thank you for this Compliment, 
and the Honour done them : But the 
worſt on't is, this is the Method that 
ſome take to hiſs Religion aff the Stage; 
* N which 


„ BO 
which is a Trouble to good Men of all 
Perſwaſions. 


There's only one Paſſage more which 


I ſhall at preſent take notice of, leſt I 
ſhould exceed the Bounds of an Epiſtle, 


and tire the gentle Reader; and that is 


in your Sermon on the Happineſs of a 
religious Life, © I might here (ſay you) 
45 obſerve to you what an Happineſs we 
* enjoy, wha are Members of our moſt 
« excellent Church, the Church of 


« England, which is by Law efſtabliſh'd; 


* for ſhe being, as, upon due Exami- 
* nation would appear, not only the 
© moſt exact and perfect Patterfi of all 
te the Reformed — in the World, 
e and the molt incorrupt, humble, learn- 
te ed, decent, and primitive, Church in 
« Chriſtendom w R:iſum teneatis, 
amici? But ſure you forgot what So- 
lomon (formerly reckon'd a wiſe Man) 
ſays, Let another Man praiſe thee, and 
not thine aun Mouth; a Stranger, and 
not thine own Lips n. When you was 
boaſting, why did you not add meek, 
condeſcending, mortified, Self-denying, 
Sc? It's pity but you could get the 
Church independent of the State, (which 
it's reported ſome among you long for, 


n page 23, 26. u Prov. xxvih. 2. 
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as much as they gape after Preferment) 
and then it would, undoubtedly, be the 
moſt glorious Church in the Univerſe ; 
and ſhould no longer bear the humble 
and diminutive Title of Militant, nor be 


| fo often in danger. I cannot forbear ta- 


king Notice how often you boaſt of the 
Church being by Law efſtabliſh'd ; as if 
the World did not know it before: The 
Diſſenters formerly have felt the Effects 
of that; and ſome are ready to think, 
that if it had not ſuch an Eſtabliſhmenr, 
but had a clearer Foundation in the 
Goſpel, it might be as ſecure, (like the 
Church that Chriſt ſpeaks of, built upon 
a Rock) and would be never the leſs 
primitive, decent, and apoſtolical. It is 
remarkable, that the Church of Chriſt 
kept its Ground, and true Religion flou- 
riſned as much, if not more, before ever 
any ſecular Powers embraced the Goſpel, 
than it did afterwards, when they began 
to quarrel about ſuch a Trifle as keeping 


Eaſier *, Worldly Grandure and Proſ- 


perity have not always been beſt for the 


Vid. Socrat. Hiſt, Eccl. I. 5. c. 22. where be has this 
remarkable Paſſage, which you may make your beſt f. 
o pany uv yeyoe Tolis XmooAous, Kc. That the 
Srope or Deſign of the Apoſtles was not to make any Laws about 
keeping Holydays, but to teach Men to live a loly and pious Life. 
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Church of Chriſt; they are apt to lift 
Men up: And how you come to keep fo 
very humble, is ſomething of a Wonder. 
But I want to be informed, what you 
mean by the Church? Some of your 
Epithets given to the Church, will nei- 
ther ſuit the Articles, Liturgy, nor Ce- 
remonies of the Church: None of theſe 
can (with any great Propriety of Speech) 
be called humble; neither are they over 
and above learned. I ſuppoſe you mean 
the Clergy, and particularly you Gen- 
tlemen of the Univerſity of Oxford; 
who, no doubt, think your ſelves very 
humble, when you vouchſafe to preſent 
an humble Addreſs to his ſacred Majeſty ; 
er when you dedicate a Book to one from 
whom you expect the Preſentation of 4 
As for your Learning, you had better, 
in my humble Opinion, give the learned 
Part of Mankind leave to judge of that; 
for it would look more modeſt, and 
would be a ſurer Sign of your great 
Humility. And, that the World may 
the better judge of your Learning, you 
would do well oftner to oblige it with 
your learned Performances, if your a- 
bounding Humility would but ſuffer you. 
As for the Diſſenters, they are pretty 


well 
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well us'd to your way of Talking; and 
are contented to be reckon'd by you ig- 
norant, in compariſon of the Church 
eſtabliſhed by Law. But they are a little 
vex d to hear you undetvalue all the 
learned Men in the World, becauſe they 
don't wear a ſquare Cap. Sure you will 
allow ſuch as Bochart, Buxtorf, Tur- 
rettine, &c. to have been Men of ſome 
Learning, tho' they had not the Hap- 
pineſs of being Members of the Church 
of England eſtabliſhed by Law. And 
that you ſhould think the Church of 
England the moſt exact and perfect Pat- 
tern of all the Reformed Churches, ei- 
ther in Europe, Aſia, Africa, and Ame- 
rica, ſeems too aſſuming; as if all Man- 
kind were bound to imitate you, and 
dance after your Pipe. I did not know 
before that you held Perfection; and 
that it was impoſſible to be more re- 
formed. The Apoſtle Paul never boaſted 
ſo much of any Church in his Time; 
but ſays to the Galatians, Ye obſerve 
Days, and: Months, and Times, and Years. 
Jam afraid of you, leſt I have beſtowed 
upon you Labour in vain v. But why muſt 


- 
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the Church of England be the Pattern of 
all? Is it becauſe it was the firſt reformed 
of any Church in the Univerſe? or becauſe 
at the Reformation it caſt off more of 
the Popiſh Ceremonies than any Church 
in the World that did recede from the 
Church of Rome? If, indeed, the Refor- 
mation had gone on here, when attempt» 
ed by honeſt John Wickliſſe, about the 
Year 1371, in the Reign of King Ed- 
ward III. near 200 Years before King 
Henry VIII. quarrelled with the Pope; 
and if the Church of England had been 
reformed according to his Plan, chen 
ſomething might have been ſaid for the 
Church of England being the moſt exact 
and perfect, &c. Fobn Wickhiffe was of 
Merton College Oxon, (as Hiſtory in- 


forms us) and a Profeſſor of e | 


there ſeveral Years. He ſpake as much 
againſt Ceremonies as any can well do 
now; and aſſerted, That in Paul's 
« Time two Orders of Clergymen were 
* ſufficient for the Church, v:z. Prieſt 
« and Deacon; and that Pride invented 
other Degrees. He alſo aſſerted, 
That all human Traditions, not taught 
« by the Law of the Goſpel, are ſuper- 
e fluous and ſinful. He alſo taught, 
K - 
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4 That if the Cætemonles of the old Law, 


«& betauſe of their Deny burdenſome, atid 


# for their Multicude, wers to be abo 
„ liſhed; how mach More ought ſuch 
gteundleſs Thvefitions and Traditions 

4 of Men be laid aſide under the Goſs 
" 2” You may as to this &ofifult Fox's 
gok of Martyre, Fuſier and others; who 
wil. certify you as to his Opinion in 
theſe and Leer ocker Matters, Wha [ 
pale Over. 155 91. III WH 
And now, Bir, to ne y Ldave of you, 
I. Would let you khow, that the-Diſſenters 
955 reat Enemies as you take them to be 
che eſtablithed- th ny, eſteery and 
Aale thoſe amoi 55 Who are mo- 
det, and Men of "Temper a5 well as 


Learning, and wiſh you 48 more ſuch: 
But they don't love that you ſhould 


make a Monopoly of Learning and Hu- 


mility; and they will be ready to think, 


that it would Haye Been a 3 Sign 
of Humility, if you had nox boaſted fo 
much of your Ceatnitg.” I with you 
may come to a better Temper; and then, 
thoügh you and the Diſſenters ſhould con- 
time to düffer about ſome few indifferent 
Matters (as you call them) yet you will 
not unchriſtian one anotker, There's 


2 one 
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me 
eat und n Things w rein a 
ides are unite which are. 
ſential to Chriſtianity: It's then a thou- 
ſand Pities that Brethren ſhould fall out 
by the Way; eſpecially fince ſo many 
Fama are made upon our common Re- 
ligion b oy Infidels. Dr. Stilling fleet, be- 
— Proper tr had blinded him, ſaid, 
« God will one Day convince Men, that 
ce the Union of the Church lies more in 
« the Unity of Faith and Affection, than 
« in the Uniformity of doubrful Rites 
* and Ceremonies *.” And another great 
Man ſays, * You, 0 ſpend the Strength 
& and Vi of, your Spirits about 
th external hinges, whioſe Wont for, or 
* 13 Ceremonies, 1s ready to eat 
« you up; you who hate and perſecute 
4 one another becauſe of theſe Things, 
* and break the neceſſary and indiſpen- 
« fable Command of Love, as an indif- 
te ferent and unneceſſary Ceremony; go 


— 


s and learn what that means, I will have 


« Mercy and not Sacrifice, which our 
6 Lord or 8 often inculcate?.” Let's 


4 Eph. „ e 8 4 Archbiſbop | 
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